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Navy’s Senior Joint Interface Control Officer Talbert Retires 

Cmdr. Anthony H. “Tony“ Talbert, the Navy's senior Joint Interface Control Officer 
(JICO), retired in December after 31 years of service. He most recently served as 
Director of Training and Assessment for Navy Air and Missile Defense Command 
(NAMDC) in Dahlgren, Va.  

“Commander Talbert is a dedicated and talented Sailor who spent an exemplary 
career streamlining equipment interoperability and investing in the readiness of 
Navy Warfighters,“ said Rear Adm. M.  

Stewart O'Bryan, Commander for NAMDC, who officiated at Talbert's retirement 
ceremony.  

“He is a natural mentor and problem-solver, who used his extensive knowledge of 
Navy and Joint air and missile defense, Aegis combat systems, and joint interface 
control operations to analyze and address interface issues. He also helped define 
and reshape Navy integrated air and missile defense equipment interface and 
mission-critical training needs,“ O'Bryan said.  

For his contributions to the Navy and to the nation, Talbert was awarded the Legion 
of Merit for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services and achievements. His award citation commended his “tremendous 
leadership, vision and unmatched knowledge of Navy Training and Air and Missile 
Defense, which ensured the successful standup of the Navy Air and Missile Defense 
Command and directly increased Integrated Air and Missile Defense performance 
across the Fleet.  

“His unique ability to identify and resolve Fleet Combat Systems interoperability 
issues led to numerous successful Navy wide initiatives, including the restoration of 
critical training on the waterfront,“ the citation read.  

Talbert was commissioned through the Limited Duty Officer program in 1982, rising 
to the rank of Commander in 2005. During his career, he served in USS Paul Foster 
(DD 964), USS Vincennes (CG 49), USS Arleigh Burke (DG 51) and USS Curtis 
Wilbus (DDG 54). He spent two tours as an instructor at the Fleet Combat Training 
Center Pacific, where in 1996 he was named Navy-wide Instructor of the Year. 
While there, CDR Talbert served as Director of Tactical Warfare Training, before 



 
  
being deployed to Commander Carrier Group One as Air Defense Officer, executing 
and evaluating air defense exercises for six deploying carrier strike groups.  

In 2000, he was assigned to the Aegis Training Readiness Center Detachment San 
Diego as Officer in Charge. Following attacks on the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon, he supported design and implementation of the joint service data link 
architecture for Homeland Defense.  

Talbert then served as Tactical Flag Command Center Officer and Joint Interface 
Control Officer at Commander Cruiser Destroyer Group Five, deploying with NIMITZ 
Carrier Strike Group in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom as Battle Watch Captain 
and Joint Interface Control Officer for Commander Task Force 50.  

He next joined the Center for Surface Combat Systems in Dahlgren, where he 
served as N3 and N7 Department Head and acting Executive Officer. Following 
Hurricane Katrina, he was selected Deputy Program Manager for the Career 
Management System, Skills Management System and served in direct support to 
the Sea Warrior Execution Program Management Office.  

Prior to joining NAMDC in June 2009, Talbert served at Commander, Strike Force 
Training Atlantic, as integrated air and missile defense officer and COMSECONDFLT 
lead for BMD training and readiness. 

 


