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MATOACA NATIVE FINISHES ASSIGNMENT AT NAVY AIR 
AND MISSILE DEFENSE COMMAND  

(DAHLGREN, VA) – Lt. Cmdr. Harry Marsh recently finished a 22-month tour with 
Navy Air and Missile Defense Command based here.  Marsh, 37, served as the 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Training and Assessments and Ballistic Missile Defense 
Training and Assessments Officer.   

During his tour Marsh led the development of Integrated Air and Missile Defense 
training, performance, assessment and certification criteria for use by fleet and 
staff training members to support Major Combat Operations Certification.  He also 
played an important role in preparing for the fielding of an Aegis weapon system in 
Romania.  This high-visibility program will help protect NATO countries from missile 
attack.   

“Harry is a talented Navy officer with a tremendous amount of missile defense 
experience,” said Rear Adm. M. Stewart O’Bryan, NAMDC commander.  “He made 
an indelible mark on our programs.” 

Marsh, a native of Matoaca, Va., enlisted in the Navy 1993 and was commissioned 
1998. He served aboard USS Briscoe (DD 977), USS Kauffman (FFG 59), and USS 
Ramage (DDG 61), where he completed several deployments to the Arabian Gulf 
and Mediterranean Sea.   

He has a bachelor’s degree and master’s degree from Old Dominion University, 
Norfolk, Va., and a master’s degree from the Naval War College, Newport, R.I.  At 
the Naval War College, he was selected to the Gravely Research Group which is 
dedicated to investigation and analysis of emerging ballistic missile defense 
capabilities.  His personal awards include the Navy Commendation Medal (three 
awards) and the Navy Achievement Medal (two awards).   

His next assignment is Executive Officer on USS Mesa Verde (LPD-19) after he 
completes training in Newport.  

Marsh is marred to the former Rebel White from Chesterfield, Va.  They have two 
children: Rebecca Leigh and Heather Marie. His parents Harry Marsh and Nancy 
Coleman reside in Matoaca.  


